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I. Daily Debriefing Summaries

The following is the executed daily itinerary for the four-day “Educational” Program. 

The Rhode Island ETC Educational group pictured 
in front of the John Hay Library at Brown University. 
Photo by Chet Browning.

DAY ONE // Saturday, January 30, 2010
Arrival Day 

• Katrina White, Travel Trade Manager from the Rhode Island Tourism Division and graduate 
students from Johnson and Wales Culinary School were on-hand to assist with transfers from the 
Providence/TF Green International Airport and Providence Station (served by Amtrak and the 
MBTA) to Hotel Viking in Newport. The transfers were handled with ease. It is about a 40-minute 
drive from either location to Newport. 

• Tonight, the group traveled by private coach to the nearby Canfield House, one of Newport’s 
finest restaurants for traditional American cuisine. Host Maggie Wiggins welcomed our group 
and the other invited guests including Laurence and Judy Cutler with The National Museum of 
American Illustration. 
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Overnight at Hotel Viking
• Our hotel for the next three nights 
was the Hotel Viking, a Historic Ho-
tel of America. The hotel was built in 
1926 as additional housing for guests 
attending events at the Bellevue 
Avenue mansions and recently com-
pleted a $6.2 million renovation and 
restoration. It is beautifully appointed 
and ideally located for independent 
exploration of the city. It was sug-
gested that the Hotel Manager wel-
come the group and talk about the hotel’s 
history and/or provide a handout about 
the hotel. 

DAY TWO // Sunday, January 31, 2010
Newport, Important Colonial Port and America’s 
First Resort 

Newport has been dubbed “America’s First Resort.” Since the 1700s people have been spending 
their summer vacations here. When the Mrs. Astor brought New York Society with her, Newport 
became the summer playground of the robber barons who built their “cottages” along the sea. 
Many were designed by the big houses in New York- Mc Kim Mead and White, and Richard 
Morris Hunt among others created the castles fit for their multi-millionaire residents. 

Morning Session
• After a full breakfast at the hotel, Ruth Taylor, Executive Director of the Newport Histori-
cal Society, shared with us her passion and expertise on an architectural tour of Newport. First, 
we traveled by private motorcoach along Bellevue and Ocean Avenues to learn about the most 

famous of the beautiful mansions and the “repur-
posing” of some of the historic properties. Next, 
we headed to Colony House for a private tour. In 
Colonial Rhode Island the people did not travel to 
the government. Instead, the government traveled 
to the people. Rhode Island built several Colony 
Houses around the state to conduct the business 
at hand. Newport’s Old Colony House played an 
integral part in the City’s history and was recently 
restored. 

• Next, we visited the National Museum of 
American Illustration and enjoyed a special tour 
with Laurence Cutler. The NMAI was established 
in 1998 by Judy Goffman Cutler and Laurence 
Cutler to house their art collection from the 

Hotel Viking photos  
by Mara DelliPriscoli (top) 

and courtesy of the Hotel 
Viking (right).

Newport photo by Masayuki Tanaka.
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Golden Age of American Illustration. It now includes works from Maxfield Parrish, NC Wyeth 
and one of America’s favorite, Norman Rockwell. The museum is housed in a beautifully re-
stored mansion with antique furniture and decorative arts which complement the collection. The 
group thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

Lunch
• Lunch today was at The Mooring Restaurant where we sampled some of the chef’s favorite sea-
food dishes. Evan Smith, President and CEO of Newport Rhode Island Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, joined us. The restaurant worked well on all levels including quality of food, service, 
and atmosphere.

Afternoon Session
• After lunch, we headed to The Redwood Library where we were first introduced to the fascinat-
ing story of the building. The Redwood is America’s first lending library. Named for one of its 
founders, Abraham Redwood, the building was completed and opened in 1750 for the benefit of 
the colony. Many of its original collection of books were “how to’s” to help with efforts in agri-

culture and other industries needed for the prosperity of the 
town, as well as tomes for cultural education. Lisa Long, Ezra 
Stiles Special Collections Librarian, presented items from the 
special collection including rare books, paintings and other 
works of art. Tours can be customized based on specific group 
interests.

• Next, we headed to Newport’s Public Cemetery (God’s 
Little Acre) where the “serving class” were buried in colonial 
times. Theresa Guzman Stokes shared the story of her an-
cestors, Newport slaves and gave us insight into the African 
American heritage in Newport. Rhode Island was the larg-
est slave trading state in the colonies, and some continued 
in the trafficking of slaves after it was deemed illegal by the 
state government. Because of time constraints, we did not 
explore as much of the African American heritage as had been 

Left to right: National Museum of American Illustration and Newport’s Public Cemetery (God’s Little Acre).  
Photos by Alecksandra Matic

The Redwood Library. Photo by Alecksandra Matic
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planned. The group felt that Newport was more diverse than expected and that this particular tour 
exposed a city with interesting “subcultures.”

• The later afternoon was free for independent exploration. The Tennis Hall of Fame, the New-
port Art Museum, Newport’s mansions, and shopping were available options. We were dropped 
off at our choice of activity, all within walking distance of the hotel.

Evening Session
• After a short debriefing, we traveled about 40 minutes by private motorcoach to the Celestial 
Café in Exeter. Chef/Owner Brandon Read prepared a Rhode Island farm dinner for us using lo-
cally obtained ingredients. Other guests included Paul E. T. Drumm III and Karen E. Cooke from 
the Kenyon Corn Meal Co., Inc., who introduced us to traditional stone milling in Rhode Island. 
Visiting his company is an option when touring Rhode Island. We enjoyed a delicious dessert 
made with Kenyon corn meal. Overnight at Hotel Viking.

DAY THREE
Monday, February 1, 2010
Rhode Island: The Ocean State -  
Our Economic Relationship with the Sea

Morning Session
• Following a full breakfast, we traveled 
to the new University of Rhode Island 
Inner Space Center for a tour with Re-
search Assistant, Katherine L. Croff. The 
center was built under the direction of 
Dr. Robert Ballard with a grant from the 
National Geographic Society among oth-
ers. The center allows for live streaming 
from the ocean floor during expeditions. 
It was suggested that an introductory film 
about the center, its activities, and amaz-
ing technology be created for groups to 
view upon arrival.

Left to right: The Tennis Hall of Fame and one of Newport’s many historic mansions. Photos by Masayuki Tanaka

University of Rhode Island Inner Space Center Research 
Assistant Katherine L. Croff shows the Educational  

group how the Center’s technology streams images from 
the ocean floor during expeditions around the world. 

Photo by Masayuki Tanaka
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• Next, we headed to Point Judith, Rhode Island’s fishing port, located in the village of Galilee. 
It is the fourth largest fishing port in the United States, by sales volume. All types of fin fish and 
shellfish are brought through here, and it is also a large squid processing area. On a future visit, it 
would be interesting to meet a fisherman and learn of this dangerous way to make a living. 

Lunch
• Lunch today was at the Matunuck Oyster. Here, we enjoyed fresh Potter’s Pond oysters and 
clams while Perry Raso of Matunuck Oyster and Ocean State Aqua Farm shared his story of 
creating an oyster farm in a neighboring salt pond. Like many states, Rhode Island has begun 
aquaculture farms for fin fish as well as shellfish. In warmer weather, groups have the opportu-
nity to learn first hand about aquaculture farming as well as to dine outside. 

Afternoon Session: Rhode Island’s Role in the American Revolution
• This afternoon, Ged Cedrone, with the RI Historical Society introduced us to Tom Greene, Na-
thanael Greene’s grandson who lives in the family home, the General Nathanael Greene Home-
stead in Coventry. We learned about Tom’s grandfather, who was second in command to George 
Washington during the American Revolution and served as quartermaster for all of the Colonial 
troops. A dedicated friend and officer, he nearly bankrupted himself purchasing much needed 
supplies. Before we left, Tom gave us a tour of his home and played the piano for us, a highlight 
of our trip for many of the group members. The group felt this was an authentic one-of-a-kind 
small group experience.

Left to right:  
Point Judith, Rhode 
Island’s fishing port; 
the Educational 
group enjoys lunch 
at the Matunuck 
Oyster. Photos by 
Masayuki Tanaka

Left to right: Nathanael Greene Homestead and Ltc. John Currier of the Pawtuxet Rangers tells the story of the  
burning of the HMS Gaspee at the former Pawtuxet Armory. Photos by Masayuki Tanaka
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• On June 9, 1772, about a year and a half before the Boston Tea Party, angry colonists dealt the 
first blow for American freedom when they burnt the HMS Gaspee to her waterline while she 
was stuck in a sandbar off of Pawtuxet Village. While enjoying afternoon tea in Pawtuxet Vil-
lage, Ltc John Currier with the Pawtuxet Rangers told us the story of the build up, the burning 
and the aftermath of the little known chapter in the Colonial fight for freedom. The group felt that 
such a reenactment if used with an educational group (e.g. school group), it should be shorter. It 
isn’t an experience for all groups. 

• In the late afternoon, we enjoyed a brief tour of Bristol where Joan Roth, an engaging lifelong 
resident shared the town’s rich and colorful history and guided us through Linden Place, built 
in 1810. In the 18th and early 19th century this quaint seaside village was a hotbed of nefarious 
activities including burnings during the Revolution, sip building, merchant shipping, scandals 
and the slave trade.

Evening Session
• Following a short debriefing, we enjoyed dinner at the Hotel Viking. Chef Kevin Thiele is one 
of the best in Rhode Island. We enjoyed local wines and brews and delicious food prepared by 
Chef Kevin and his staff. 

• Michael Bell, PhD., state folklorist and author of “Food for the Dead,” the story of Mercy 
Brown, joined us this evening to share insights into the Vampire legends which exist all over 
New England. Even the little Rhode Island village of Exeter has its own in poor Mercy. We 
learned about the roots of the legend and how societal influences allowed the belief of vampires 
as Consumption raced through communities taking loved ones along the way. The group gener-
ally felt the presentation would have been better received if shorter in length and given earlier in 
the evening. Overnight at the Hotel Viking.

DAY FOUR // Tuesday, February 2, 2010
The Birth of the Industrial Revolution, Providence as an Industrial Powerhouse, Providence Today

Today we checked out of the Hotel Viking and in to the Westin Hotel in the late afternoon. 

Morning Session
• After a full breakfast, we traveled by private motorcoach to Providence where we toured the 
John Brown House. John Brown and the Brown family, was one of the wealthiest in the Colo-

Life-long Bristolian Joan Roth leads a tour of Linden Place. Photos by Masayuki Tanaka (left) and  Alecksandra Matic (right)
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nies. John made his money as a merchant trading for goods in the Far East and slaves in Africa. 
His brother Moses, a converted Quaker, chose to invest in a small enterprise in Pawtucket on the 
Blackstone River—Slater Mill. This dynamic family was influential in shaping Providence and 
Rhode Island. The family was honored by having Rhode Island College renamed for them- our 
current Brown University. 

• ETC members Beth Galer and Zeth Morgan from Brown University’s Alumni Travel arranged 
for a special tour of the John Hay Library at Brown University with Peter Harrington, curator 
of the Anne S. K. Brown Military Collection. The original emphasis of the Collection was the 
history and illustration of world military and naval uniforms from the 17th to the 20th century. 
However, the Collection now also contains a vast amount of international material on military 
and naval history and arts, tactics and drill, wars, campaigns, ceremonies, biography, portraiture, 
and caricature. Our group received a warm welcome and would encourage anyone who shared an 
interest in the Collection’s subject matter to arrange a visit. 

Lunch
• One of the spin-off businesses of the Industrial Revolution was the creation of diners. Simple 
and inexpensive fare and friendly quick service have always been their hallmarks. Today we 
enjoyed lunch at the Modern Diner in Pawtucket, the first diner in the country to be placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

Afternoon Session
• After first viewing an introductory film about the Blackstone Valley, we toured Slater Mill, the 
first successful mill operation in the country which gave birth to the Industrial Revolution in 
America. Powered by the mighty Blackstone River, Slater Mill spun cotton thread and had a role 

in perpetuating slavery. The further creation of Mill Villages and 
the Rhode Island System changed landscapes and lives on in 
Providence and the Blackstone Valley for years to come. 

• Next, we enjoyed a curator led tour of the new Chase Center 
which also houses RISD Works, a unique shop that carries the 
work of students and alumni. RISD, as locals call it, was estab-
lished as an industrial design and arts school to support the mill 
economy of Rhode Island. Today it’s a world class art school 
with an important museum. 

Late this afternoon we checked in to the Westin Hotel.  
Program concluded.

Photos from Slater Mill in Pawtucket by Masayuki Tanaka (left, middle) and by Alecksandra Matic (right)

The Modern Diner. Photo by Masayuki Tanaka 
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II. INDIVIDUAL IMPRESSIONS

University of Rhode Island Inner Space Center Research  
Assistant Katherine L. Croff pictured above. 

Photo by Alecksandra Matic



11 | Rhode island Etc Educational

Submitted by Steve Cox, International Expeditions

Because it was planned by the Rhode Island Tourism Department I expected the pre-conference educational 
program to be good but it was even better.  It was well thought out and exposed us to a wide variety of Rhode 
Island attractions, some that I knew about but many others that I had no idea existed. Katrina and her assis-
tants were exceptionally good and everyone we came in contact with were also. From the very beginning and 
throughout the trip I was very impressed by the knowledge and eloquent presentations of the different people 
we came in contact with and it was true for everyone from docents, to guides to directors.  It was clear they all 
loved their state and their jobs. There was not one person, place or activity that was anything less than terrific. 
Before the trip was over, I was planning on when I would be coming back with a group of friends. At the end I 
felt invested as a partner in Rhode Island tourism and compelled to share the story of what great things visitors 
can see and do there.

I have heard of Newport all my adult life and had it on my list but had never been there before. It lived up 
to expectations and this was the middle of the winter. The Hotel Viking was excellent, in a great location with 
nice rooms, friendly & helpful staff and the dinner we had there was quite good.  I liked the knowledge and 
excitement of Ruth Taylor from the Historical Society. She was very eloquent in presenting Newport. I did not 
know about Judy & Laurence Cutler and their National Museum of American Illustration but it is highly recom-
mended combining an important museum in a gorgeous mansion. Though I did not visit the International Ten-
nis Hall of Fame I enjoyed learning about it from Ms. McLaughlin and have already recommended a visit there 
to friends.  URI’s Inner Space Center was very interesting as was learning about oyster cultivation from Perry 
Raso during lunch at Matunuck. A major highlight was the chance to visit Gen. Nathanael Greene’s home with 
author & Revolutionary War historian Ged Carbone and meeting Tom Greene who lives in the Greene home-
stead. (I’ve ordered Ged’s book about Nathanael Greene) Another major highlight was the visit to Bristol and 
seeing Linden Place with Joan Roth. Everything we did and saw in Providence was very good and ranged from 
old & historic to modern & artistic. I can now tell the story of the American Industrial Revolution’s origination 
in Rhode Island with an understanding of why it took place there. Both the John Brown home and RISD were 
important and extraordinarily interesting places to visit and to recommend to others.

Speaking of important items, the food was excellent throughout. The restaurant choices were very well 
thought out. I am hard pressed to pick a favorite but Canfield House in Newport, the historic Mooring Restau-
rant and the Modern Diner in Providence were all different and quite good. Celestial Cafe was worth the drive. 
Mantunuck Oyster was especially good and I could envision Katrina’s great suggestion of actually going out in 
the water in waders for a closer look at oyster aquaculture. We’ll save that for warmer weather and more time 
but that would be a great activity.

Rhode Island is a gem for tourists and I am compelled to go back with friends and feel obligated to return the 
hospitality by encouraging travelers to go there.  There are many more things to see and do during the warm 
weather season but I could not envision going to Rhode Island again and not revisiting the same places we say 
during this educational program.

Submitted by Michelle Hodalj, The Art Institute of Chicago
As a travel planner, the Newport-to-Providence Educational was invaluable to me. It really showed me all that 
the area has to offer and gave me some great ideas for things to do with groups that I would bring to both cities.

I was unaware of most of the things we did in Newport, especially. I’ve heard about all of the mansions, 
obviously, but we did so much more, and there was such a variety of visits. It showed that you could do several 
different kinds of trips there, catered to different types of groups with different interests. We really did a little bit 
of everything -- art, architecture, science, history, cuisine, and just local culture. In Providence, as well, we did a 
little bit of everything -- colonial history and architecture, Brown, RISD, and explorations of local folklore and 
personalities.

And the people we met along the way, all of our guides and hosts in both cities, really made the whole experi-
ence very special and all the more valuable. When we do plan trips to Newport and Providence for our organiza-
tion, we now have all of these great contacts, who we know our people will also love and learn a lot from. You 
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could feel and appreciate their passion for their state and cities and how eager they are to share this passion with 
visitors.

Submitted by Annabella Fitch Hutton, The British Connection, Inc.

I found the whole trip fascinating. The connections with Britain were brought home to me time and again. The 
whole trip was beautifully organized and dense with interest.

The highlight for me was meeting Nathaneal Greene’s relative at his home and talking to him. As they say it 
was so authentic and a real pleasure. Gerald Carbone gave me a copy of his book so now I will learn more.

The Viking hotel was a good place to be—a tiny bit cold in the bedrooms but great otherwise. Newport with 
its museums and houses is a delight. The mill and the tour of it were also of the highest quality.

Submitted by Karen A. Ledwin, National Geographic Expeditions

The pre-conference Rhode Island educational trip was a well-rounded, fun exploration of the Ocean State.
Katrina White of the Rhode Island Tourism Division was very tuned in to the needs of the educational and 

experiential travel market. She put together a program that not only gave us insider’s access to the finest cul-
tural, scientific, and historical gems of the state, but also to people who brought these places to life with their 
knowledge and friendly, engaging hospitality. I will remember Mary, who has lovingly tended the black cem-
etery for decades and gave us a better understanding of northern slavery; octogenarian Tom, a descendent of 
General Nathanael Greene, who opened the General’s homestead, which is also his home to us (and treated us to 
some piano playing!); and the Cuttler’s fine collection of and passion for American illustrations. I have a greater 
appreciation for the industrial and textile roots of the state through the visit to Slater Mill and was fascinated by 
the University of Rhode Island’s Innerspace Center.

The Hotel Viking was a lovely historic hotel from which to explore the area and a good size for both groups 
and individual travelers. We were lucky to spend three consecutive nights there. The culinary experience on the 
trip was varied, and always good. I was very glad that we had an opportunity to enjoy a fun diner lunch, dinners 
at a number of historic venues, as well as in a restaurant that specialized in slow cooking and organic foods. My 
personal favorite was Matunuck Oyster.

Katrina’s number is the first one I would call for advice in organizing a trip to Rhode Island.
Emily Loui, University of California, San Diego Center for Global Volunteer Service
I have traveled to more countries than States. I’ve always considered myself one who is extremely historically 

and culturally aware but after the educational from Newport to Providence, I learned how much culture and his-
tory lies in my own country. I learned that understanding often untold history of the United States can be just as 
rich and fascinating as traveling abroad.

In Newport, we learned of the history of the area. I went into the trip with stereotypes of what I thought the 
New England area would be like. I was extremely surprised to find that Newport was built by liberal revolution-
ary outcasts. The area is rich in history and culture; pride for Rhode Island is still apparently in the residents to-
day. I would recommend this trip for anyone who is interested in learning the often untold history of the United 
States.

Submitted by Alecksandra Matic, The Art Institute of Chicago
The pre-conference domestic educational Newport to Providence was easily the highlight of the entire 2010 
conference for me. While I had been to Providence before, I had never been to Newport, and even then, had not 
had the benefit of such knowledgeable local experts and guides.
 
The main reason I enrolled in the program was the hope that I would gain access to local experts of multiple dis-
ciplines: guides, historians, artists/architects, local culinary figures, and also to some new and interesting sites 
with which I might not have been previously familiar. My goal for this local familiarization was to bring this 
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knowledge back to Chicago and to be able to plan a wonderfully diverse program for the members of the Art
Institute.
 
This educational far exceeded my expectations. Every aspect of this program, from the hotel to the people we 
met, was just terrific. There were a variety of backgrounds represented within our group- from a world-class 
art museum to a university that plans service trips for its students, to National Geographic. Our visits were so 
diverse, that while there was something that resonated more closely with each of us as individuals, most of our 
activities had a strong universal appeal, as well. There is no doubt in my mind that each of us could come home 
with what we learned and plan a highly successful program tailored to our individual audiences.
 
The last bit of information I would like to share is the incredible hospitality that we encountered absolutely ev-
erywhere we went. I really got a sense that the people we met were very proud of their state and excited to show 
it to us. I will be returning to Rhode Island in June with my family this June to do a bit more scouting for future 
Art Institute trips and to share with them some of what our group got to see. I would definitely recommend par-
ticipating in any future educationals offered by ETC, both as an incredible value and unforgettable educational 
experience.

Submitted by Geoffrey Mitchell, University of Mississippi Medical Center Alumni
I once read a quote that said “I am easily pleased by the very best.” That says it all concerning my experience in 
the Newport-Providence portion of my trip.

Submitted by Masayuki Tanaka, KIE / Kintetsu International

First of all, I have to express my hearty thanks to those who made this fantastic program possible, especially 
Ms. Katrina White, Travel Trade Manager of Rhode Island Tourism Division and Mr. Evan Smith, President & 
CEO of Newport & Bristol County Convention & Visitors Bureau.

Overall, the program was very educational. Through this program I could learn the history, geography, people, 
culture, local industry, technology of the state of Rhode Island. The history of the state amazed me particularly 
the incident known as the Gaspee Affair and the major role that Rhode Island played in the American Revolu-
tion. Also I learned how the people of Rhode Island were fair, welcoming, unprejudiced, tolerant, and enterpris-
ing. Their way of thinking was so liberal and open-minded that many people with different religions could live 
together harmoniously, which influenced the US Constitution. When I saw an old picture of black boys standing 
proudly with white boys in front of a car at the Newport Colony House, I was in awe of these boys who looked 
to be ordinary human beings with dignity in spite of living during slavery age. 

All the places we visited didn’t seem to be famous and important in the beginning. But once these places were 
explained to me, I realized the significance that they held. I realized that the professional guide and his/her deep 
insight is the key to success in the educational tours. His/her information is invaluable. We were lucky to have 
Katrina as a very knowledgeable coordinator; other assigned people could deepen our comprehension on the 
places to visit as regional guides. As a whole, the tour was very intellectual and successful for me. However, for 
international visitors, the itinerary should be modified. The itinerary as it was seemed to be too domestic and too 
deep.

It was a great opportunity for me to know the state of Rhode Island. I could find the reason why Commodore 
Perry from Newport was able to open the very firm door of the isolated Japan without major battles which led 
to the foundation of modern Japan 150 years ago. Without his peaceful and tolerant way of negotiation, Japan 
would not have been able to flourish as an industrialized country. By the way, Yokohama, my hometown, one 
of the port cities created intentionally by the Japanese Shogun government influenced by Commodore Perry, 
celebrated its 150th anniversary last year.

Again I appreciate very much for those who involved to make this program happen. 
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III. Supporting Documents

RHODE ISLAND TOURISM DIVISION 
REPRESENTATIVE
Katrina White
Travel Trade Manager
Rhode Island Tourism Division
315 Iron Horse Way, Suite 101
Providence, RI  02908
Phone: (410)278-9150 (direct); 
(401)278-9100 (main)
Fax: (401)273-8270
Email: kwhite@riedc.com
Website: www.VisitRhodeIsland.com

ETC TRAVEL PLANNERS, TOUR OPERATORS, 
AND TOUR SUPPLIERS
Michelle Hodalj
Assistant Director of Member and Donor Travel
Department of Development
THE ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO
111 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, ILL  60603
Phone: (312)499-4136
Fax: (312)499-4175
Email: mhodalj@artic.edu
Website: www.artic.edu/travel
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111 South Michigan Avenue
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Phone: (312)499-4136
Fax: (312)499-4175
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Website: www.artic.edu/travel

Annabella Fitch Hutton
President
THE BRITISH CONNECTION, INC.
P. O. Box 15495
Atlanta, GA  30333
Phone: (404)373-1420
Fax: (404)875-5327
Email: britcon777@aol.com

Website: www.thebritishconnection.com
Steve Cox
Executive Director
INTERNATIONAL ExPEDITIONS
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Phone: (800)433-4734, ext.#x121
Fax: (205)428-1714
Email: scox@ietravel.com 
Website: www.ietravel.com

Masayuki Tanaka, CMP
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KIE / KINTETSU INTERNATIONAL
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Fax: (212) 259-9595 
Email: masayuki.tanaka@hotmail.co.jp 
Website: www.japanforyou.com

Karen Ledwin
VP, Programming & Operations
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC ExPEDITIONS
National Geographic Society
1145 17th Street, NW
Washington, DC  20036
Phone: (202)77-6502
Fax: (202)429-5772
Email: kledwin@ngs.org
Website: www.nationalgeographicexpeditions.com

Geoffrey Mitchell
Director of Alumni Relations
UNIV. OF MISSISSIPPI MEDICAL CENTER
Alumni Office 
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Email: gmitchell@alumni.umsmed.edu
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Educational Participants Contact List
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Emily Loui
Manager
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO  
Center for Global Volunteer Service
9500 Gilman Drive, Dept. 0170E
La Jolla, CA  92093
Phone: (858) 964-1011
Fax: (858) 964-1018
Email: eloui@ucsd.edu
Website: www.extension.ucsd.edu/cgvs

ETC REPRESENTATIVE
Cy Brit
P.O. Box 380793
Cambridge, MA 02238
Phone and Fax: (617) 230-6825
cy.britt@gmail.com
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Resource Contacts

Day One
January 30, 2010
 
Katrina White
Travel Trade Manager
Rhode Island Tourism Division
315 Iron Horse Way, Suite 101
Providence, RI  02908
Phone: (410)278-9150 (direct); 
(401)278-9100 (main)
Fax: (401)273-8270
Email: kwhite@riedc.com
Website: www.VisitRhodeIsland.com

Canfield House
Hosts: Maggie and Gary Wiggins
5 Memorial Boulevard
Newport, RI  02840
Phone: (401)847-0416
Website: www.canfieldhousenewport.com

Hotel Viking
One Bellevue Avenue
Newport, RI  02840
Phone: (401)847-3300
Website: www.HotelViking.com

Flagship Trailways (Bus Company)
11 Sharpe Drive
Cranston, RI  02920
Phone: (800)672-6705; (401)946-6705
Fax: (401)946-6704
Website: www.flagshiptrailways.com

Day 2
January 31, 2010

Ruth S. Taylor
Executive Director
Newport Historical Society
Museum and Library
82 Touro Street
Newport, RI  02840
Phone: (401)846-0813
Fax: (410)846-1853
Email: rtaylor@newporthistorical.org

Judy Goffmann Cutler, Museum Director
Laurence S. Cutler, Chairman/CEO
The National Museum of American Illustration
Vernon Court
492 Bellevue Avenue
Newport, RI  02480
Phone: (401)851-8949, Ext. 10
Fax: (401)851-8974
Email: jcutler@americanillustration.org; lcutler@
americanillustration.org
Website: www.americanillustration.org

The Mooring
Sawyer’s Wharf
Newport, RI
Phone: (401)846-2280
Private Dining: (888)759-5557
Website: www.mooringrestaurant.com

Evan Smith (Shared lunch at Mooring and dinner at 
The Viking Hotel)
President and CEO
Newport Rhode Island Convention and  
Visitor’s Bureau
23 America’s Cup Avenue
Newport, RI  02840
Phone: (401)845-9113; (800)326-6030, x113
Fax: (401)849-2091
Email: evan@GaNewport.com
Website: www.GaNewport.com

Lisa C. Long
Ezra Stiles Special Collections Librarian
Redwood Library and Athenaeum
50 Bellevue Avenue
Newport, RI 02840-3292
Phone: (401) 847-0292
Email: long@redwoodlibrary.org
Website: redwoodlibrary.org

Teresa Guzman Stokes
Guide for African American Heritage Tour  
in Newport
PO Box 4238
Middletown, RI  02842
Phone: (401)847-6832
Fax: (401)537-9159
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Celestial Café
567 South Country Road
Route 2
Exetor, RI  02822
Phone: (401)295-5559
Website: www.celestialcafe.com

Paul E. T. Drumm III (Shared information about pos-
sible visits to his Corn Meal Company)
Marketing Director: Karen E. Cooke
Kenyon Corn Meal Co., Inc.
21 Glen Rock Road
Usquepaugh, RI  02892
PO Box 221
West Kingston, RI  02892
Phone: (401)783-4054
Fax: (401)782-3564
Email: kenyonsgristmill@yahoo.com
Website: www.kenyonsgristmill.com

Day 3
February 1, 2010

URI Inner Space Center 
Ocean Science and Exploration Center
University of Rhode Island
Narragansett, RI 02882
Email: ISCinfo@gso.uri.edu
Website: http://isc.gso.uri.edu

Katherine L. Croff
Research Assistant
University of Rhode Island
Graduate School of Oceanography
South Ferry Road
Narragansett, RI  02882
Phone: (401)874-6186
Fax: (401)874-6223
Email: Kcroff@gso.uri.edu

Perry Raso
MatuNuck Oyster Bar/Ocean State Aqua Farm
629 Succotash Road
South Kingstown, RI  02879
Phone: (401)783-4202
Website: www.matunuckoysterbar.com

Kimberly Charlet
Marketing Director
South County Tourism Council
4808 Tower Hill Road, Suite 101
Wakefield, RI  02879
Phone: (401)789-4422; (800)548-4662
Fax: (401)789-4437
Website: www.southcountryri.com

Ged Cerone
Rhode Island Historical Society
Newell D. Goff Center for the Education and Public 
Programs
52 Power Street
Providence, RI  02906
Phone: (401)273-7507
Fax: (401)751-2307

Nathanael Greene Homestead
50 Taft Street
Coventry, RI  02816
Book through Rhode Island Historical Society

Jane Roth
Linden Place, Friends of Linden Place
500 Hope Street
P. O. Box 328
Bristol, RI  02809
Phone: (401)253-0390 (group tours)

Day 4 
February 2, 2010

Daniel S. Santos
Education and Visitor Services Manager
John Brown House Museum
Newell D. Goff Center for Education & Public Prog.
52 Power Street
Providence, RI  02906
Phone: (401)273-7507, x60
Fax: (401)751-2307
Email: dsantos@rihs.org
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Barbara Barnes, Tourism Services Manager
Newell D. Goff Ctr. for Education & Public Prog. 
52 Power Street
Providence, RI  02906
Phone: (401)273-7507, x62
Fax: (401)751-2307
Email: bbarnes@rihs.org

S. Chandler
Manager, Marketing, and Development
Slater Mill
67 Roosevelt Avenue
P. O. Box 696
Pawtucket, RI  02862-0696
Phone: (401)725-8638, ext. 107; (401)617-7455
Email: chandler@slatermill.org

Colleen Mullaly
Manager, Visitor Services
RISD Museum of Art
224 Benefit Street
Providence, RI  02903-2723
Phone: (401)709-8444
Fax: (401)454-6556
Email: emullaly@risd.edu

Other Suggested Newport Hotels
CastleHill Inn and Resort
590 Ocean Drive
Newport, RI
Phone (401)849-3885
Private Dining: (888)759-5557
Website: www.castlehillinn.com

Other Suggested Newport Restaurants
22 Bowen’s 
22 Bowen’s Wharf
Newport, RI  
Phone: (401)841-8884
Private Dining: (888)759-5557
Website: www.22bowens.com
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IV. Educational Travel Conference 2010 
Seminar on Wheels Programs

The following is the itinerary for the Educational Travel Conference 2010 Seminar on Wheels 
entitled “Using Art, Architecture, and Literature to Reveal Local Culture: How can a commu-
nity’s resources provide a unique travel experience?”

Wednesday, February 3, 2010 

Much of a city’s history is told through its architecture, literature, and cultural institutions—and 
certainly these three factors weigh on the “feel” of a community. During this seminar with local 
expert, Barbara Barnes of the Rhode Island Historical Society, we learned how to interpret land-
marks and legends to better understand how a city develops its unique personality. 

Rhode Island has one of the highest concentrations of visual artists in the country. Providence is a 
creative, culture-filled city and is home to artists, writers, and architects as well as the renowned 
Rhode Island School of Design, the second oldest Art Club in the United States and libraries with 
literary stories to spare. The 18th and 19th century buildings on the city’s most historic street, 
Benefit Street, bear witness to a 50-year commitment to historic preservation, while the “down-
city” landscape is a reminder of Providence’s heyday as an industrial giant. 

Full day of activities including:
• Discovery of how Providence values the past as a way to better understand the present and cre-
ate an interesting future. 
• Celebration of the talent, ingenuity, and creativity of the city’s residents and exploration of their 
impact on the Greater Providence area.
• Driving and walking tour of Providence with emphasis on architecture and the preservation of 
every type/style of building that provides great historical resources.

Scenes from the Seminar on Wheels. Photos by Judy Karwacki



20 | Rhode island Etc Educational

Morning Session
• This morning we traveled a short distance by private motorcoach to AS220 whose mission is to 
provide a local forum (unjuried and uncensored) and home for the arts through the maintenance 
of residential and work studios, galleries, performance and educational spaces. Lucie Searle of 
AS220 gave us an overview of three building campuses, including Empire Street, Dreyfus Hotel, 
and the Mercantile Bank. We learned about the imaginative adaptive re-use of existing buildings 
to support a large and thriving art community. These restoration projects are major contributions 
to the ongoing revitalization of Providence’s downtown and will further reinforce its reputation 
as an arts and cultural destination. We were given a tour of the AS220 Print Shop which offers 
classes in relief printing, letterpress, intaglio printing, silkscreen, and lithography. AS220 was 
well-received and considered by the group to be well-worth exploring. In addition, it was sug-
gested that a “hands-on” component would be an interesting addition to an educational tour. 

• Next, we walked a block to the Providence Journal Beaux Arts building, the storefront office 
and workspace of Big Nazo Puppets. Director, Erminio Pinque shared his passion for his work 
and talked about the creative process from “idea to performance,” especially when he works with 
educational groups. This was a highlight for many in the group.

• We then headed to the Providence Athenaeum, a Greek Revival building which opened on 
Benefit Street in 1838. This stately stone of granite exterior opens to the warmth of wood as you 
enter. We learned about this remarkable independent membership library’s past and present from 
Executive Director, Alison Maxell and Christina Bevilacqua, Director of Member Services, Pro-
grams, and Development. Kate Wodehouse, Collections Librarian, captivated us with tales about 
the library’s connections to Edgar Allen Poe.

Afternoon Session
• After our boxed lunch at the Athenaeum, we took a walking tour on Benefit Street with Rory 
Raven who connected the dots as he weaved tales about architecture, authors, and literature. 

• Finally, we concluded our day’s activities with a short debriefing and afternoon coffee and tea 
break at 3 Steeple Street, a cozy restaurant built in 1793. It’s the oldest standing industrial build-
ing on the east bank of the Providence River. The group felt that all that they experienced today 
“made sense” and could be expanded and custom designed to meet their specific group needs. 
The group was in agreement that all the activities provided were worth their time both profes-
sionally and personally. Everyone we met was passionate about their work and Providence and 
shared this enthusiasm with us. Other activities which could be considered included Gallery 
Night Providence, Museum Night, private collections, galleries, and studio visits.
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ETC Seminar on Wheels: Using Art, Architecture,  
and Literature to Reveal Local Culture
February 3, 2010

Barbara Barnes, Tourism Services Manager
Newell D. Goff Ctr. for Education & Public Prog. 
52 Power Street
Providence, RI  02906
Phone: (401)273-7507, x62
Fax: (401)751-2307
Email: bbarnes@rihs.org

Lucie Searle
Real Estate Development
AS220
115 Empire Street
Providence, RI  02903
Phone: (401)490-2119
Fax: (401)454-7445
Website: www.as220.org

Erminio Pinque
Big Nazo
P. O. Box 5742
Providence, RI  02903
Phone: (401)831-9652
Website: www.bignazo.com
  
Alison Maxell
Executive Director
The Providence Athenaeum
251 Benefit Street
Providence, RI  02903
Phone: (401)421-6970, x11
Fax: (401)421-2860
Email: amasell@providenceathenaeum.org
Website: www.providenceathenaeum.org

Christina Bevilacqua
Director of Member Services, Programs,  
and Development
The Providence Athenaeum
251 Benefit Street
Providence, RI  02903
Phone: (401)421-6970, x11
Fax: (401)421-2860
Email: cbevilacqua@providenceathenaeum.org
Website: www.providenceathenaeum.org

Kate Wodehouse
Collections Librarian
The Providence Athenaeum
251 Benefit Street
Providence, RI  02903
Phone: (401)421-6970, x11
Fax: (401)421-2860
Email: kwodehouse@providenceathenaeum.org
Website: www.providenceathenaeum.org

Thom Meintel
Travel Squire
Editor at Large
40 West 37th Street, Suite 704
New York, NY  10018
Phone: (212)213-1155, x205
Fax: (212)213-1160
Website: www.Travelsquire.com

Resource Contacts
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By Marian Goldberg
Marian Goldberg Marketing Communications
www.GoldbergOnTravel.com

The 17th century replica Coggeshall Farmhouse (www.coggeshallfarm.org), a living history museum in Bristol, 
RI, was cold, as the heat from the kitchen hearth was all they had—and all WE had. We could really feel the 
severity of what colonial life must have been like. Our historical interpreter also made his own replica period 
clothing right down to the buttons, and he looked quite sharp, and evidently moneyed for the time. Although he 
claimed not to be a culinary historian, he knew a tremendous amount about the period food, and answered all 
of our questions while baking authentic “Jonny Cakes”—a period staple corn meal flatbread from an original 
recipe book. I personally did not try them, since they were made with lard (and we actually witnessed the lard 
being spooned in), but those who did said they were a little “too authentic”—kind of gooey and in need of a 
molasses dousing.

We learned that a recipe that requires two eggs today might have necessitated half a dozen eggs in the 17th cen-
tury, as chicken species and their eggs were much smaller at the time. We also learned that the hot cakes were 
cooked on a wood slab that was placed at an angle to the hearth, so that the cakes actually slid down. 

After the cooking demonstration, we explored the small house with its very basic furnishings, and then mean-
dered outside, where contemporary chicken varieties were trotting about on the snowy grounds. 

The next stop was historic Linden Place (www.lindenplace.org), guided by a fabulous docent—a retired local 
history teacher who told us about the home’s numerous owners, both famous and infamous, originally built by 
a Molasses tradesman in 1810, until its land-marked, museum status within the last 20 years. It was a lovely 
Federal Period home with an awe-inspiring central spiral staircase and New Orleans style “breeze-way archi-
tecture.” It was interesting to see how they had remodeled some of the bedrooms, turning closets and dressing 
areas into 20th-century bathrooms. 

Next we went to Geppetto’s Grilled Pizzeria, an Italian restaurant where we enjoyed coffee and pizza-dough 
breakfast rolls and where the group split into two. One half went on a culinary market tour with Cindy Salvato 
(www.savoringrhodeisland.com), and the other half stayed at the restaurant to learn how to make pizza dough. 

The market tour was a true highlight. Cindy really shined. We were astounded by the live animals in cages in 
back of “Antonelli Poultry Co,” a local meat market. It was the first time for all of us to see relatively clean 
cages with rabbits and numerous fowl varieties, including something they called a “Mandarin Chicken,” in the 
back of what seemed like a regular Deli. We were told that this white-feathered bird with black skin and beak, 
but a white feathery face that looked almost like a muffler, is very popular with Chinese immigrants and has 
black meat!

We also marveled at Tony’s Colonial Market, a traditional prepared and non-prepared foods shop displaying 
so many Italian hot and cold meats, cheeses and appetizers that one could easily throw a very special banquet 
party for hundreds. Then, it was on to a tortellini “factory” – the behind-the-scenes of “Venda Ravioli”—where 
Bianca Pelligrino, a true Italian “mama,” has worked for over 30 years hand-filling and hand-pinching the 
tri-corned noodles. Our next stop, Scialo Brother’s bakery run by Lois Ellis and Carol Gaeta, daughters of the 

Peer Review of the ETC 2010 Seminar on Wheels  
“Creating Authentic Culinary Programs”
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original founder, using family recipes from Sicily was a true treat, and Cindy served us some sample cookies 
that rivaled any of our mothers’ recipes. Further down the street was “Costantino’s Venda Ravioli” retail shop, 
an Italian pasta shop that included tri-colored ribbon pasta and rows upon rows of balsamic vinegars, olive oils, 
jarred anchovies, tomato sauce, and of course a refrigerator case of authentic cheeses and frozen raviolis and 
tortellini.  

What was really special about Cindy was that she knew everything about all these foods was able to contrast 
and compare varieties and qualities, and could recommend recipes for select ingredients – many of them on her 
own website. But most of all, she personally knows the owners of all the establishments, who were also kind 
enough to give us samples; though, of course, we were enticed enough to make some purchases. 

The participants on the market tour then went back to the original restaurant where we had enjoyed our pizza-
dough pastries to partake in a delicious lunch, which the amateur chefs in our group had actually partially 
prepared. This included: thin crust gourmet pizzas with a selection of chicken, pepperoni and vegetables; fresh 
pasta with vodka sauce also created by the cooking half of our group; a fresh salad with balsamic vinegar, and 
crispy light-fried calamari with vinegared chili peppers.  

Stuffed, we walked out for cappuccinos and dessert at Caffe Dolce Vita, a renowned Providence coffee shop 
that makes fabulous cannoli. Here the market tour group raved so much about Cindy’s culinary foraging tour 
that the cooking group begged to visit even one of our highlights. Cindy conceded and took them back to 
Costantino’s Venda Ravioli. I joined this second experience for even one more experience with Cindy’s gourmet 
expertise, and I bought some anchovies in olive oil to make her past foriana recipe at home. 

Additional Comments:
• Cindy was a terrific guide—knowledgeable, personable, and passionate about Providence and its food.
• We could have exchanged the historic home visit with a more appropriate site visit for this tour.
• I would recommend a more challenging recipe for the cooking school experience. While the vodka 
sauce recipe was a good idea, the pizza dough seemed too bland. From our visit, I would recommend teaching 
participants how to make tortellini, from the dough to the finished product.
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The Educational Travel Conference was founded in 1987 by J. Mara DelliPriscoli, President of Travel Learning 
Connections, Inc., as a pioneering effort to provide highly customized educational programming, professional 
development, and affinity-based networking forums for seasoned alumni, museum, zoo, conservation, and non-
profit educational travel planners. It was further developed to offer jumpstart training for newcomers to the field 
and high-level networking and peer-to-peer discussion for the executives to whom travel planners report. De-
signed and operated from its inception as an educational resource, ETC has progressively expanded to serve as 
a valuable and respected educational and networking resource for the travel providers, tour operators, suppliers, 
and destinations that serve this market.

Both the non-profit and for-profit sectors annually attend the ETC, including 150-plus nonprofit travel planners 
from across the United States and Canada. Travel supplier delegates to the ETC are an internationalized group 
representing all regions of the world—North America, Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, 
and Oceania. Top-level decision makers and support staff from special-interest group travel of all sizes partici-
pate in the Conference. Highlights of the three key groups that attend ETC follow:

Nonprofit Travel Planners
Large and small travel programs are represented from alumni associations; art, museum, and cultural organi-
zations; zoos and conservation groups; science and natural history museums; national and regional nonprofit 
organizations and affinity groups. Some of the institutions represented include:

Dartmouth College, Exploritas (formerly Elderhostel), American Museum of Natural History, Stanford Alumni 
Association, Oakland Museum of California, Arizona Alumni Association, Washington & Lee University, Phila-
delphia Zoo, California Alumni Association–Berkeley, Harvard Alumni Association, Santa Barbara Museum of 
Art, National Geographic Society, Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Smithsonian Institution, The Nature Con-
servancy, National Trust for Historic Preservation, Philadelphia Zoo, UCLA Alumni Travel, Alumni Association 
of the University of Michigan

Leading Outbound U.S. Tour Operators, DMOs, and Suppliers
In addition to forging connections between travel planners from like institutions, ETC brings together specialty 
operators, destinations, and suppliers from all corners of the world, at one time, under one roof. More than 100 
special-interest tour operators and over 50 specialty suppliers attend and exhibit during the Conference.  
Some of the companies represented include:

Academic Arrangements Abroad, Odysseys Unlimited, Lindblad Expeditions, MIR, Nomadic Expeditions,
Collette Vacations, Alaska Wildland Tours, Global Adrenaline, Oberoi Hotels & Resorts, Pacific Delight Tours, 
USI Travel Insurance Services, Egyptair, Organization for Tropical Studies, Micato Safaris, Alumni Holidays, 
Geographic Expeditions, Emirates, and Starquest/TCS Expeditions

U.S. State and Foreign National Government Tourist Offices
More than 50 domestic and foreign government tourist offices, regional destinations, marketing alliances, and 
city tourist bureaus worldwide converge at the ETC. Some of the destinations represented include:

PromPeru, Dubai Tourism, Japan National Tourist Office, Papua New Guinea Tourism, Saxony Tourism,  
Jordan Tourism Board, Canadian Tourism Commission, China National Tourist Office, Greenland Tourism,  
Visit Britain, Thailand Tourist Authority, Mexico Tourism Board, The Philippines, Innovation Norway, Rhode 
Island Tourism Division, and Hong Kong Tourism Board

V. Educational Travel Community/Conference Profile


