
Dear friends and partners, 
 
In this time of rapid spread of Covid-19, Decouvertes has committed to informing you as best as 
we can about the situation in France.  
 
What is the situation in France? 
 
The situation has evolved a lot last week in France, with 257 patients to date having been 
infected (vs 14 on Monday 24th Feb) and three other patients having died from the virus.  
 
The circumstances that led to the death of one patient, a 60 year-old teacher, are not clear, but 
the deceased seems to not have been diagnosed in time, probably linked with the fact that he 
had not traveled in an area considered as a cluster of the epidemic (1). Another patient to have 
died from the disease is a woman in her 80s who lived in the same area as the deceased 
teacher. Last, a 92-year old man from the Morbihan region in Brittanny died on the 3rd of March. 
 
How is France responding to the situation? 
 
The French health authorities have now acknowledged that the virus is on the territory, and are 
now seeking to limit its propagation. 
 

● 3 clusters have been identified: one in the department of Oise (north of Paris, 47 
patients), one in Haute Savoie (near the Switzerland border, 10 cases), one in Morbihan 
(in the region of Brittany, 13 cases): all public gatherings have been forbidden in these 
areas; 

● Approximately 100 schools have been shut down in the above regions; 
● In the rest of the territory, large events in confined venues have been canceled, but also 

the half marathon of Paris as a precautionary measure; 
● Flights from China, Hong Kong, Macao, Singapore, South Korea, and affected regions in 

Italy arriving at Charles de Gaulle airport in Paris are met by medical professionals to 
answer questions and take into care any person presenting symptoms; 

● Note that Air France has canceled flights to and from China at least until mid-March; 
● Travelers returning on government-provided evacuation flights are placed in quarantine; 
● All other travelers returning from China, Hong Kong, Macau, Singapore, South Korea or 

the Italian regions of Lombardy and Veneto are advised to monitor their temperature 
twice daily for 14 days, wear a surgical mask when they are with others or outside their 
home, stay away from individuals with compromised health, and reduce non-essential 
activities that would expose them to crowds. 

Should your clients adjust their travel plans? 
 

https://it.usembassy.gov/covid-19-information/
https://it.usembassy.gov/covid-19-information/


A very low lethal rate for under 60 year olds 
 
If your clients are healthy adults under 50 or children, the lethal rate is close to 0.2%, which 
means 20 out of 10,000 people (2). For persons between 50 and 60 years old, the lethal rate is 
0.4% 
 
In comparison, the average lethal rate for the seasonal flu is 0.1% or 1 out of 10,000 people.  
 
Across all age categories, the World Health Organization has stated that the symptoms are 
benign for most patients, serious for 14% (Pneumonia) and that 5% of patients are in a critical 
state. These figures should be nuanced for patients under 60, based on the above figures. 
 
 
An rapid increase, but still a relatively small population 
 
Bear in mind that 257 cases out of a population of 67 million reflects a situation where life goes 
on normally for the vast majority. 
 
In comparison, seasonal influenza caused over 84,000 deaths in 2020 in the world, whilst 
Coronavirus caused just over 3,200 death cases, including China. This shows that the epidemic 
is still at a relatively low stage. 
 
The virus does not “float in the air” 
 
“There is no need for drastic measures at this stage”, states Docteur Jérôme Salomon, n°2 of 
the French health ministry. “The virus does not “float is the air” and is transmitted through 
people sneezing or coughing near you, shaking your hands”, said Docteur Jérôme Salomon. (3) 
 
Asked about traveling, and specifically about the instance of Disneyland Paris, he explained: 
“Outside activities where people stand 2 meters apart from each other are perfectly fine”. (3) 
 
Why did the Louvre museum close its doors the past 2 days? 
 
The Louvre museum shut its doors on Sunday 1st and Monday 2nd because of a social 
movement of employees who are worried for their safety. (4) The shutting down is not a 
measure prescribed by authorities at this stage. We anticipate that the Louvre should remain 
closed in the next few days until the employees are satisfied that their health is protected. 
 
 
What would happen if my client contracted the virus in France? 
 
France benefits from one of the best health systems in the world. France has universal 
healthcare that is mandatory for all citizens, whether they’re employed or not.  



 
For emergency health services, American citizens will not be required to pay upfront (5). 
 
American citizens in France should check that their health insurance plan provides coverage 
overseas.  
 
The US embassy maintains a list of English-speaking doctors across the territory on its website. 
 
 
What’s Decouvertes’ recommendation? 
 
One should bear in mind that no travel restrictions have been implemented by the Government 
of France in response to the COVID-19 outbreak, no travel restriction has been recommended 
by the World Health Organization, and the US travel advisory for France has remained at level 2 
since last April. There is no Travel Advisory by the US Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (6) 
 
At this stage, our recommendation if your clients are in good health and less than 60, is to 
maintain their travel plans.  
 
We recommend traveling business or first class and using VIP Meet and Greet services to avoid 
crowds. 
 
Whilst on the ground, avoiding activities in confined and crowded areas and following basic 
hygiene rules (such as washing your hands regularly and using single-use tissues). 
 
 
Bertrand Collignon 
 
President & CEO 
 
Decouvertes 
 
-- 
 
 
1- 
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/sante/maladie/coronavirus/coronavirus-ce-que-l-on-sait-de-l-enseigna
nt-de-l-oise-mort-a-la-pitie-salpetriere_3842099.html 
 
2- 
https://github.com/cmrivers/ncov/blob/master/COVID-19.pdf  
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3-  
https://www.lemonde.fr/planete/article/2020/03/02/coronavirus-le-dispositif-a-geometrie-variable
-du-gouvernement-suscite-des-interrogations_6031469_3244.html 
 
4- 
https://www.lemonde.fr/culture/article/2020/03/01/coronavirus-le-louvre-ferme-dimanche-apres-q
ue-son-personnel-a-vote-un-droit-de-retrait_6031433_3246.html 
 
5- 
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Informa
tion-Pages/France.html#/ 
 
6- 
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/france?s_cid=ncezid-dgmq-travel-single
-001 
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